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TORONTO – Students are highlighting the devastating cost of textbooks with #TextbookBroke, an online campaign rolling out to 
Ontario’s post-secondary institutions today.  
 
Students will use social media to share how much they spent on textbooks to encourage institutions, faculty and governments to fund, 
adopt, and adapt open educational resources (OERs). They can participate in the campaign by taking photos of their textbook receipt 
and posting it on social media with a caption explaining what essentials they could have spent their money on instead, including 
#TextbookBroke. 
 
“Students should not be forced to choose between textbooks and groceries,” said Brittany Greig, CSA president. “We hope the 
#TextbookBroke campaign will encourage additional OER support and usage at Ontario’s colleges and universities.”  
 
OERs - textbooks, presentations, handouts, and more - are covered by an open copyright licence. They are made available online to be 
freely used by students, instructors and members of the public. Students encourage college administration to support the use of OERs 
so post-secondary education can be more affordable and accessible.  
 
Since Fall 2017, Ontario’s students have saved over $1.7 million by using the Open Textbook Library from eCampus Ontario. eCampus 
has expanded the library and made incredible advancements in educating colleges and faculty in the importance of OERs in the 
classroom. In 2017, the Government of Ontario responded to a direct call from CSA to invest in the future of thousands of learners 
through the Ontario Open Textbooks Initiative. The announced investment consists of 180 free textbooks and an additional $1 million to 
support faculty and institutions to adapt and adopt OER content. 
 
“eCampus Ontario has created an entire library of free options,” said Greig. “We are asking instructors and institutions to use the library 
and remove the burden of textbooks from the backs of students, figuratively and literally.” 
 
#TextbookBroke, originating in British Columbia, is expanding to various Ontario colleges through CSA and universities through the 
Ontario Undergraduate Student Alliance (OUSA) until Sept. 14. View the Open Textbook Library and learn more at 
www.ecampusontario.ca. 
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About College Student Alliance: 

College Student Alliance (CSA) has advocated on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders for over 40 
years. Through member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students. 
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