
Hon. Ross Romano

Suite 102

390 Bay St.

Sault Ste Marie, ON P6A 1X2

ross.romanoco@pc.ola.org

Hon. Rod Phillips

Suite 209

1 Rossland Rd. W

Ajax, ON L1Z 1Z2

rod.phillipsco@pc.ola.org

Dear Honourable MPP Romano & MPP Phillips:

My name is  and I am a student at . I am 

writing to you today to express concern regarding the Ontario college student experience in the wake of 

COVID-19. As you know, colleges across the province have been closing, resulting in hundreds of thousands of

students being out of the classroom and forced to complete their studies via online course delivery. As our 

elected representatives, you have the opportunity to publicly address these concerns while taking action, in a 

timely manner, that will help to support college students in this particularly stressful time. Our asks include:

• Accessibility of online learning execution including the technological need for increased, a7ordable 

broadband services and access to laptops with all of the necessary software for students to use o7-

campus. In addition to this, accommodation is required for students with varying levels of ability who 

may require more support during this new phase of online learning. 

• More consideration placed on required program practicum and their cancellation’s impact on 

graduation timelines, employability, and preparedness for professional examinations required to 

practice in their ;eld. With many of these professions being deemed essential services, currently 

holding our nation together, it is imperative to also value their education as such.

• Provincially-funded emergency funds provided to institutions for distribution to any students in 

;nancial need as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, partial rebate on tuition as a result of 

changes in course delivery and the overall quality of the post secondary learning experience.

The impact on students should be the ;rst consideration in all decisions being made at the college level. 

Ontario has a ;rst-class college system that attracts some of the best and brightest individuals from here at 

home and around the world. This health pandemic is putting the future of students, and our province, in an 

immediate state of uncertainty. We hope that you recognize the unique problem this poses for post secondary 



students and work with all departments and stakeholders to implement impactful solutions as quickly as 

possible. Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,
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