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Ontario Colleges suspend classes and move to online course-delivery amid the COVID-19 outbreak 
 
March 16, 2020 
 
TORONTO, ON – Colleges across Ontario have suspended in-person classes and are moving to online course-delivery to 
prevent the spread of the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak. 

 
Over recent weeks, the COVID-19 outbreak has escalated with cases increasing daily, putting more Ontarians at risk of 
contracting the virus. This risk has led to the closure of public elementary schools, the cancellation of many public events, 
as well as the closure of nearly all publically-funded colleges. In Ontario, 96% of college campuses remain open with 
essential student services in operation, including residences, but are moving to online course-delivery effective the week of 
March 23rd.  
 
Allowing students to take classes at home will help prevent their exposure to the virus, however online course-delivery could 
pose a risk to students who are taking labs, placements, or co-ops; 36% of colleges have cancelled off-campus practicum. 
We emphasize that COVID-19 poses not only a health risk to college students, but an academic risk as well. Many college 
students’ academic careers were disrupted by the 2017 college strike, which affected the academic performance, financial 
standing, and mental health of college students all across Ontario. The current disruption of COVID-19 could have an 
increased detriment on the academic careers of those students by forcing many students to graduate later than expected, 
which will be coupled with added financial impacts. 
 
International students are particularly impacted by the college closures resulting from COVID-19, as they are significantly 
reliant on their college community and facilities, especially college residences, and have a limited ability to travel back to 
their home country. Additionally, as negative mental health can impair one’s immune system and its ability to fight infectious 
diseases, the 69% of students in Ontario who experience negative mental health are also disproportionately affected by 
COVID-19. 
 
As post-secondary students are evidently a vulnerable 
population within the COVID-19 pandemic, we believe that post-
secondary students should be identified in COVID-19 protocols 
and response-plans as such. We encourage institutions to 
develop their COVID-19 response plans to include protocols 
that reduce the academic and health impacts on students, 
especially those who are most at-risk. We also encourage 
institutions’ continued clear and consistent communications to 
ensure that students are adequately informed of COVID-19 
developments on their campuses in a timely manner. 
 

Students disproportionately affected by COVID-19: 
 

 International students 

 Indigenous students 

 Students with negative mental health 

 Low-income students 

 Single parents 

 Immuno-compromised students 

 Students with disabilities 
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Post-secondary students are our future labour market, making them integral to the economic prosperity of Ontario, and as 
such, require adequate support during this unpredictable time. There is much uncertainty surrounding how COVID-19 will 
inevitably affect the college student population of Ontario, and we want to ensure that the voices of students are heard and 
that their needs are accommodated. Amid these concerns, we have developed a social media campaign to uplift student 
voices and advocate for the prioritization of post-secondary students during this troubling time. As a part of this campaign, 
we have several questions on the effects of COVID-19 to continue this conversation. Please connect with us on social media 
to voice your opinion on COVID-19 by responding to these questions.  
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About College Student Alliance: College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in 
partnership with student leaders. Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of 
Ontario's college students.  
 
Contact: Champagne Thomson, Director of Advocacy & Member Engagement  
College Student Alliance  
E: advocacy@collegestudentalliance.ca  
T: 416-340-1212 | C: 705-327-8806 

Questions on the effects of COVID-19 on college students for consideration: 
  

 How will mental health support be made accessible to students during institutional closures? 

 Financially, how will students relying on campus employment be impacted by campus closures? 

 For students requiring summer courses and/or orientation, what will this process entail? 

 What barriers do institutional closures pose for students transitioning to other institutions, requiring 

registrar services and timely course completion? 

 Will students requiring access to the on-campus foodbank be affected by campus closures? 

 How will students with disabilities be accommodated during the online completion process? 
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