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The College Student Alliance (CSA) responds to the Ontario Government’s COVID-19 Action 
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March 26th, 2020 
 
TORONTO, ON – CSA responds to a COVID-19 Action Plan released by the Government of Ontario, 
which includes details on current government expenditures and spending on COVID-19 measures 
 
 
The Ontario Minister of Finance, Rod Phillips, released a COVID-19 Action Plan yesterday, which includes a fiscal 
update on this year’s government expenditures and planned spending on COVID-19 measures. The Action Plan 
included numerous measures dedicated to COVID-19 relief for families, front-line workers, and indigenous 
communities, coupled with increased health care spending to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 on the public health 
of Ontario. In addition to these relief funds, a 6-month moratorium on OSAP loan payments and interest accrual was 
announced, to provide students and graduates with financial relief during this unprecedented time. This 
announcement comes after CSA and OUSA released a joint letter to the Ontario Government, calling on them to 
implement an immediate interest-free grace period on OSAP loan repayments for all post-secondary graduates. 
 
COVID-19 will undoubtedly have a negative impact on Ontario’s economy, and consequently, our post-secondary 
student population that drives the economy forward. This moratorium will help support students and graduates who 
are unable to pay their student loans amidst financial uncertainty. We commend the Ontario Government’s efforts to 
provide financial relief for post-secondary students and graduates during this uncertain time, yet we also recognize 
that students in Ontario are having trouble paying for other costs resulting from COVID-19, and are implicated in 
other ways by this public health emergency. 
 
Many international students are feeling stranded with limited community and financial supports, as they are 
significantly reliant on their college community and facilities and have a limited ability to travel back to their home 
country. Uncertainty around immigration and student visas only exacerbate the situation for international students, 
causing them to be unsure whether they can continue their studies in Canada. In addition, many college students in 
Ontario are mature and have dependents of their own, who are struggling to provide for their families without the 
ability to work.  
 
We would support the government in providing emergency monetary relief for both domestic and international 
students in the form of a student financial relief fund, to help all students in Ontario who are struggling to afford the 
basic necessities. We would also support the provision of tuition rebates for students who have seen the quality of 
their education implicated by COVID-19, by classes moving online and in-person labs and practicums being 
cancelled. Tuition rebates would ensure the accountability of Ontario’s post-secondary system, by honouring its 
commitment to quality education. Lastly, to account for students planning to study in the Fall 2020 semester who 
will have not been able to partake in part-time work over the summer, we recommend that more OSAP grants be 
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made available to low-income students and that the minimum expected contributions for low-income students be 
eliminated. 
 
With upcoming plans to communicate our recommendations to the government, CSA will continue to advocate for 
the college student population of Ontario and work with the provincial government to ensure that their voices are 
heard and their needs are met. We are hopeful that these recommendations will be reflected in the upcoming 2020 
budget, to ensure that college students in Ontario have the support they need to face the challenges associated with 
COVID-19. We commend the efforts of the Ontario Government in their commitment to supporting post-secondary 
students during this unpredictable time, and we welcome further collaboration as the COVID-19 situation develops. 
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About College Student Alliance: College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students 
in partnership with student leaders. Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice 
of Ontario's college students. 	
 
Contact: Champagne Thomson, Director of Advocacy & Member Engagement 	
College Student Alliance 	
E: advocacy@collegestudentalliance.ca 	
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