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TORONTO - Members of the College Student Alliance (CSA) will rally at Queen’s Park on Nov. 1 from 1 – 3 p.m. due to the 
stalled college faculty negotiations that have resulted in students being out of the classroom for two weeks. 
 
Negotiations between the College Employer Council (CEC) and the Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSEU) 
have failed since July. Faculty, represented by OPSEU, went on strike as of Oct. 16 and negotiations have since been on 
hold at the request of a neutral mediator. Each side is publically placing blame on the other while ignoring the party most 
greatly affected: students. 
 
“Though a college semester has never been lost because of a faculty strike, students are increasingly concerned about this 
becoming reality,” said Joel Willett, the president of CSA. “Lost class time, especially a lost semester, can result in delayed 
graduation, additional financial requirements, and student visa confusion. This is not what students signed up for.” 
 
College students strategically chose Nov.1 for the rally to allow the labour process to unfold; CSA believes both OPSEU 
and CEC are committed to the spirit of bargaining in good faith. However, if the strike continues into the third week, the risk 
of losing the college semester becomes more of a reality. Nov. 1 is the optimal time to collectively voice student concerns 
to the government in the form of a rally. 
 
“The longer faculty strike, the more students suffer,” said Willett. “We urge negotiating parties to remember students are at 
college to learn and not to be used as pawns.” 
 
With student attendees confirmed from as far away as Thunder Bay, CSA hopes the collective voice of Ontario's college 
students will be enough to pressure both parties to return to the negotiating table and reach an agreement. CSA invites 
students from all Ontario colleges to attend. 
 
For more information on CSA’s Students First Rally visit www.collegestudentalliance.ca. 
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About College Student Alliance: 
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders. Through 
our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Joel Willett 
President, College Student Alliance 
president@collegestudentalliance.ca | C: 705-957-2734 
 
Emmaline Scharbach  
Communications Manager, College Student Alliance 
communications@collegestudentalliance.ca | T: 416-340-1212 | C: 647-389-7960 
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