
 
 
 
While Ontario Continues on the Path Forward, Students are Left Behind 
 
August 7th, 2020 
 
TORONTO, ON - Today the Government of Ontario announced an "Employment increase in Ontario of 
150,700 in July and follows gains of 377,900 jobs - 66,200 of them manufacturing - in the month of June." This 
is good news for the province, however, post-secondary students continue to face barriers to employment that 
have been exacerbated by COVID-19. 
 
With the memories of the Great Recession and its job losses for students and graduates fresh in mind, 75% of 
College Student Alliance (CSA) membership indicated that they are significantly concerned about finding 
employment after graduation, over 60% indicated that COVID-19 has significantly impacted their ability to fund 
their education, and 49% of respondents indicated that they are having a decreased ability to afford rent. Low- 
and middle-income students are more significantly impacted by employment and wage losses posed by 
COVID-19, and resultingly will have a more difficult time funding their education and basic necessities in the 
coming school year. 
 
CSA President Tori Arnett stated, “The provincial government needs to think of the future as the economy 
re-establishes itself as students are applying for financial aid to succeed in their education. Too many of the 
post-secondary students at this point can’t start, return or finish their education due to financial crisis or lack of 
placement opportunities. We need to do better for the students of this province and how they will impact the 
future we are all longing for” 
 
With the Canadian Emergency Response Benefit and Canada Emergency Student Benefit being discontinued 
by the Government of Canada, students are losing critical financial support. The provincial government should 
allocate funding directly towards workplaces to create more placement opportunities and incentivize the hiring 
of college students and graduates. Without support from the government, students will face unemployment the 
likes we haven't seen before. 
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About College Student Alliance:   
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student 
leaders. Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college 
students.   
  
Contact:    
Jason Baryluk 
Director of Advocacy & Member Engagement  
College Student Alliance 
T 416-340-1212  |  C 647-888-6922 
www.collegestudentalliance.ca 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.collegestudentalliance.ca/

