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COLLEGE STUDENT ALLIANCE WINS BIG FOR ONTARIO STUDENTS 
 
NEWS RELEASE / FOR IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION 
 
June 6, 2017 - College Student Alliance (CSA) is thrilled the Government of Ontario responded to a direct call from CSA 
members to invest in the future of thousands of learners through the Ontario Open Textbooks Initiative. 
 
The announced investment consists of 180 free textbooks and an additional $1 million to support faculty and institutions to 
adapt and adopt content. CSA is pleased to see that within the 180 available textbooks, there is content specific to 
Indigenous learners, learners in trade, and French-language students. 
 
CSA advocated for open educational resources (OER’s) throughout 2016 and within our advanced document, 2017 Pre-
Budget Submission: Making Everyday Life Easier for Students. By learning from an already accomplished program in 
British Columbia – one that has saved students $4.5 million since 2012 - Ontario will join the wave of innovation sweeping 
Canada to remain educationally competitive worldwide. 
 
“This project means it's easier for college students to put food on their table. It means it's easier for them to get to and 
from campus, to spend more time studying and less time stressing about finances,” Joel Willet, president of CSA, said. 
“This project means it's easier for more students to go to college and become active participants in Ontario's highly-skilled 
workforce.” 
 
We look forward to working with the government and eCampus Ontario on creating further pathways to higher education 
while continuing to impact positive change in the college sector. 
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About College Student Alliance: 
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders. 
Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Joel Willett 
President, College Student Alliance 
president@collegestudentalliance.ca | C: 705-957-2734 
 
Emmaline Scharbach  
Communications Manager, College Student Alliance 
communications@collegestudentalliance.ca | T: 416-340-1212 | C: 647-389-7960 
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