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COLLEGE STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM ONTARIO’S 2018 BUDGET   
 
Toronto – Ontario’s college students are pleased the Government of Ontario has committed additional funding 
for work integrated learning (WIL) and capital investments at post-secondary institutions in the 2018 Budget. 
College Student Alliance (CSA) welcomes these critical investments to ensure college students are prepared in 
an ever-changing labour market.  
 
Ontario will provide $132 million over three years to institutions to strengthen partnerships with local employers 
to provide more students with hands-on experience. An additional $12 million for the Career Ready Fund means 
approximately 28 000 more experiential learning opportunities will be available over the next three years. CSA 
has advocated for additional WIL investments since 2016. 
 
“In preparing for a globally competitive workforce, college students need the appropriate training now more than 
ever,” said Aimee Calma, CSA president. “By providing more first-hand experience opportunities, and additional 
investments for new on-campus equipment, Ontario college students are in a prime position to succeed in 
tomorrow’s economy.” 
 
New funding will provide more dual-curriculum opportunities to create flexible post-secondary programming with 
experiential learning components, including paid employment for students. Over the next three years, funding 
under the College Equipment and Renewal Fund will increase from $8 million to $20 million per year to upgrade 
cutting-edge equipment and technology. Modernizing equipment at institutions, along with meaningful WIL 
opportunities, means students will be working in the strongest situations to prepare them for the workforce.  
 
Additionally, CSA appreciates that the government is creating an International Postsecondary Education 
strategy, an area of concern we identified in 2016. We look forward to working with government on the details of 
this announcement, and have a series of recommendations addressed in our paper, Creating a Strong Post-
Secondary International Education Strategy for Ontario’s College Students.  
 
CSA looks forward to working with the Ministry, critics and stakeholders to ensure Ontario’s college students can 
succeed.  
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About College Student Alliance: 
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders. 
Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students. 
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