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Students Call for Government to Approve Three-Year Degrees at Colleges 

 

Sept. 30, 2020 

 

TORONTO, ON - Students are urging the provincial government to elevate the province’s post-secondary 

credentials to international levels by approving three-year degree programs at Ontario’s colleges. 

 

“Many three-year programs in Ontario already meet the provincial standards for degrees and mirror the degree 

programs offered at colleges in most of the developed world,” said Tori Arnett, President of the College 

Student Alliance (CSA).  

 

“The degree is the credential best understood and recognized by employers. College graduates who have 

fulfilled the provincial standards for a post-secondary degree should be awarded a degree.” 

 

The call to elevate Ontario’s credentials to international standards comes as Colleges and Universities Minister 

Ross Romano conducts provincial consultations on modernizing post-secondary education. Currently, the 

province requires colleges to award diplomas to all graduates of the three-year programs.  

 

Expanding the range of degree programs will encourage more students to enroll in the colleges’ career-

focused programs and help produce the more highly qualified workforce that will be key to Ontario’s economic 

recovery. 

 

Offering more degree programs will also make Ontario’s college programs more attractive to international 

students. Many of those students and their parents are unfamiliar with the diploma credential. 

 

The province can also expand the micro-credential programs at colleges to create opportunities for current 

graduates with diplomas to quickly complete studies that lead to a degree. “This will help many graduates who 

want to obtain a degree to better their futures and help their careers,” Arnett said. 

 

“The government’s modernization process provides a great opportunity to enrich the offerings at colleges,” said 

Arnett. “Expanding the degree programs at colleges will strengthen Ontario’s workforce and help restore the 

province as an economic powerhouse.” 
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About College Student Alliance:   
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders. 

Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students.   

  

Contact:    
Jason Baryluk 

Director of Advocacy 

advocacy@collegestudentalliance.ca 

C: 647-888-6922 


