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The Ministry of College and Universities makes announcement on plans to reopen post-secondary 
education and implement a summer program for in-person learning 
 
June 11th, 2020 
 
TORONTO, ON - The Ministry has unveiled their plans to gradually reopen post-secondary education while 
also providing an opportunity for students to complete their in-person learning this summer within a safe 
setting. 
 
Post-secondary education as we know it came to a halt this past March when all schools in Ontario 
transitioned to online course-delivery. Many students have been able to successfully finish their courses online, 
however for students taking classes that require in-person learning, such as in nursing or PSW programs, 
finishing their courses was more difficult. In-person learning is crucial for the completion of these programs, 
many of which require a certain number of in-person hours to graduate from the program. Most of these co-ops 
and placements were either cancelled, put on-hold, or carried out through alternative means.  
 
In a recent survey of CSA’s membership, 35% of students were participating in a co-op or placement when 
physical-distancing measures came in effect, 91% of whom indicated that this in-person learning was a 
mandatory program requirement. The technical skills obtained through in-person learning are essential for 
preparing college students for the workforce and ensuring that our workforce has the skills needed for 
responding to Ontario’s economic demands.  
 
CSA is pleased to see the Ministry’s announcement of a summer program for students to complete their in-
person learning in a safe setting. This program will run from July to September 2020 and will include essential 
frontline and high labour market demand professions, such as nursing, PSWs, welding, engineering, and other 
critical professions. Over 6,000 college students may qualify for this program to complete their in-person 
learning this summer. 
 
“It's exciting, as it's been a long wait to see students being able to slowly get back on campus,” says Tori 
Arnett, President of CSA. “It’s a relief for so many students trying to find work as many of these programs that 
require the necessary hands-on components of their education are essential workers that are needed in the 
field now.” 
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Additionally, the Ministry has also announced their plans to gradually and safely reopen post-secondary 
education in the Fall. This will include virtual learning, in-class instruction, and hybrid models of both. More 
focus will also be given to micro-credentials to promote the upskilling of students for their increased 
competitiveness in the labour market.  
 
While many students have been grappling with uncertainty around the future of their education and 
employment, these announcements provide some clarity in terms of what post-secondary education will look 
like in the near future. CSA recognizes the hard work of the government and colleges in ensuring that college 
students can complete their programs successfully, uninhibited by the challenges posed by COVID-19.  
 
“We want to thank the government for all its continued efforts to keep all post-secondary students safe while 
trying to maneuver through the pandemic,” says Arnett. “Their quick and decisive action was for the betterment 
of our province as a whole and we stand with them in support.” 
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About College Student Alliance:   
College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student 
leaders. Through our member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college 
students.   
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