
 

 

STUDENTS WIN BIG IN 2016 FEDERAL BUDGET 

TORONTO, ON March 22, 2016 - College Student Alliance (CSA) is very pleased the Government of Canada has made post-

secondary education (PSE) a priority in Budget 2016. Changes to the Canadian Student Grant Program and the Canadian Student 

Loan Program will ensure PSE is more accessible for middle- and low-income students.  

 Budget 2016 proposes drastic changes to how the federal government will help fund PSE. The government announced the 

elimination of the Education and Textbook Tax Credit to fund new PSE announcements; an elimination CSA has advocated for.  

 "A highly skilled workforce makes Canada thrive, and accessible post-secondary education is crucial to achieving this goal," Jeff 

Scherer, president of College Student Alliance, said. "We applaud the government for building a strong foundation for Canadian 

students to stand on." 

 The new PSE announcements include increasing the Canada Student Grant program by 50 per cent, ensuring approximately 

350,000 students from low- and middle-income families will get more help from non-repayable grants, making their potential 

federal debt more manageable. The government has committed to working with provinces to expand eligibility criteria for the 

Federal Grants Program as well. 

Through Budget 2016, the Government of Canada has committed to:  

 Increasing the loan repayment threshold to $25,000 to make debt more manageable for graduates 

 Implementing a flat rate student contribution amount 

 $73 million to increase co-op placement opportunities 

 $3.9 million for Northern colleges to extend their adult basic education programs for one year 

 $2 billion over three years for a Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund 

"The 2016 federal budget compliments commitments the Government of Ontario made in their 2016 Budget," said Ciara Byrne, 

director of advocacy for CSA. "The government responded to over a decade of our advocacy efforts and addressed many access 

issues we brought forth." 

 Budget 2016 clearly identifies ways the federal government plans to increase accessibility and affordability for those wishing to 

attend PSE. CSA looks forward to seeing these students realize their potential.  
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About College Student Alliance: 

College Student Alliance (CSA) advocates on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders. Through our 

member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students. 
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