
Hon. Ross Romano

Suite 102, 390 Bay St.

Sault Ste Marie, ON 

P6A 1X2

ross.romanoco@pc.ola.org

Hon. Rod Phillips

Suite 209, 

1 Rossland Rd. W

Ajax, ON 

L1Z 1Z2

rod.phillipsco@pc.ola.org

Dear Honourable MPP Romano and MPP Phillips:

My name is  and I am a student at . I am 

writing to you today to express concern regarding the Ontario college student experience in the wake of 

COVID-19. As you know, colleges across the province made a swift transition to online course delivery in 

March, resulting in thousands of students having to complete their courses and access crucial student services 

online. As the 2020/21 school year approaches, college students continue to be concerned about the quality, 

accessibility, and a8ordability of their education this year. As our elected representatives, you have the 

opportunity to publicly address these concerns while taking action, in a timely manner, that will help to support 

college students in this particularly stressful time. Our asks include:

• Quality and accessibility of online learning execution through a provincial standard for online-hybrid 

course delivery at colleges in the upcoming school year and resources for faculty education to develop 

institutional expertise in digital delivery that would help advance high quality online education at Ontario

colleges. In addition, there is a technological need for increased, a8ordable broadband services and 

access to laptops with all of the necessary software for students to use o8-campus.

• Increased �nancial aid for students to help students a8ord their education in the upcoming school 

year without 9nancial barriers posed by COVID-19. This would include enhancements to non-repayable 

grants through OSAP, reductions in the program’s minimum expected contribution room for low-income

students, and targeted funding and tuition support for international students.

• Accessibility of virtual student services to ensure students have access to the services they need to 

fully participate in their college education. This would require funding and resources for institutions to 

ensure that Mental Health Services, Accessibility Services, and Sexual Violence Prevention Services are

fully accessible in an online format that is responsive to students’ needs.

• Increased work-integrated learning and employment opportunities in the upcoming school year to 

help college students stay competitive in a post-COVID-19 labour market. College students would 

bene9t from the provincial government directing funds towards workplaces to incentivize hiring college 

students and grads and to create more placement opportunities.



The impact on students should be the 9rst consideration in all decisions being made at the college level. 

Ontario has a 9rst-class college system that attracts some of the best and brightest individuals from here at 

home and around the world. The upcoming school year will create a unique and challenging learning 

environment in which students will need increased resources and support. We hope that you recognize the 

unique problem this poses for post secondary students and work with all departments and stakeholders to 

implement impactful solutions as quickly as possible. Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,
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